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THE 1994 ELECTION: Counting Many Losses and Savoring Some Victories

HOMOSEXUALS

Gay Politicians Say Losses
Are Partly Offset by Gains

By DAVID W. DUNLAP
Special 1o The New York Times

DALLAS, Nov. 13 — Although they
lost several major allies and face a
far more conservative and hostile
Congress, lesbian and gay political
leaders said Tuesday’s election was
not a repudiation by voters of the
gay rights movement.

“People are in mourning, as they
well should be,” said Sheila James
Kuehl, speaking here at a conference
sponsored by the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. “Yet, we de-
feated two anti-gay initiatives, and
924 lesbian or gay officials were re-
elected or newly elected.”

. On Tuesday, Ms. Kuehl became
'the first openly homosexual candi-
date elected to the Cahifornia Legis-
lature, winning in a State Assembly
district that includes Santa Monica.

Her presence here caused a stir, not -
only because of her victory but be-.

‘cause she is widely remembered for
iplaying the character Zelda Gilroy
on the ““Dobie Gillis Show."

The initiatives she referred to, in
Oregon and Idaho, would have pro-
hibited laws protecting homosex-
uals, as a class, from discrimination
in housing and employment. The
measures would also have restricted
minors’ access to materials about
homosexuality in public libraries
and would have forbidden public
school teachers from presenting ho-
mosexuality as normal.

“Basic rights have been defended
in Oregon,” said Julie Davis, cam-
paign manager for the No on 13
Committee, named for the defeated
initiative there, Measure 13.

‘Oregon voters also re-elected four
openly homosexual or bisexual
members of the 60-seat House of
Representatives. A fifth gay candi-
date was in a race that was still too
close to call.

Voters in Phoenix sent an openly
gay man, Ken Cheuvront, to the Ari-
zona House of Reprcsentatives for
the first time. Two of five seats open
on San Francisco's Board of Super-
visors were won by lesbians and
another seal was won by a gay man.
Three gay United States Represent-
atives — Barney Frank and Gerry
E. Studds of Massachusetts and
Steve Gunderson of Wisconsin —
were re-elected.

While homosexual candidates
made strides in local races around
the, nation, however, two statewide
candidates lost: Karen S. Burstein,
who ran for Attorney General in
New York, and Tony Miller, who ran
for Secretary of State in California.

“We've grown to the point where
we can. be elected locally,” Ms.
Kuehl said, “‘but not yet to the point
where we can be elected statewide.”

When some 1,000 gay and lesbian
organizers from around the country
began arriving on Wednesday for the
five-day strategy session convened
by the task force, they did so know-
ing that political allies like Gov. Ann
W. Richards of Texas had gone down
to defeat.

“People were not only frustrated
but fearful, saying things like, ‘This
is looking like a scarier place to
live,’ " said Deborah Johnson-Rolon,
co-chairwoman of the task force, a

national organization that advocates’
equality and civil rights for homo-

sexuals.

She said the mood changed as
word spread that two dozen gay offi-
cials had been elected and that
Measure 13 in Oregon and a similar
measure, Proposition 1 in Idaho, had
been rejected, although a similar
initiative passed in Alachua County,
Fla., whose seat is Gainesville.

“We realized that we really were
making a significant amount of
progress,” Ms. Johnson-Rolon said.

Peri Jude Radecic, executive di-
rector of the task force, said the
rejection of the referendums in the

Homosexuals were
elected and anti-gay
measures defeated.

West was ‘‘a good, clear signal to the
radical right that these kinds of ini-
tiatives won't be tolerated.” But she
also noted that voters had sent any
number of highly conservative can-
didates to Congress and the state
houses. ‘

State Representative Glen Maxey,
the first openly gay man elected to
the Texas Legislature, in 1991, also
found mixed signals this campaign
season. Though he won re-election in
East Austin, he said he had never
seen such a high level of violence
against homosexuals.

“A half-dozen gay men have been
murdered in this state alone,” he
said. “'In this election, 1 received a
death threat. Someone said they
were going to vote with a bullet.”

Like many speakers at the confer-
ence, Mr. Maxey stressed the need
for gay organizations 10 build
bridges to other groups.

“Unless we align ourselves to fight
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Sheila James Kuehl, the first open-
ly homosexual candidate elected
to the California State Assembly.

hate and fear, we'll all hang sepa-
rately,”” said Vallerie D. Wagner, co-
chairwoman of the Black Gay and
Lesbian Leadership Forum, based in
Los Angeles.

Diane Sands, campaign manager
for the No on 1 Coalition in Idaho,
credited defeat of that measure to a
“broad grass-roots coalition,” in-
cluding every major newspaper and
clected official, corporations, librari-
ans, two orders of nuns and Mor-
mons.

“Mormons understand discrimi-
nation,” she said. ““Until a few years
ago, it was in the Idaho Constitution
that a Mormon couldn’t hold public
office.”

Kelly A. Walton, chairman of the
Idaho Citizens Alliance, which spon-
sored the proposition, blamed the
defeat on money, saying the other
side had a lot more for radio and
television advertising. He said the
alliance spent $190,000. The No on 1
Coalition spent about $600,000, Ms.
Sands said.

It appeared that the measure
would lose by 50.4 percent to 49.6
percent, Mr. Walton said in a tele-
phone interview, adding, “They out-
gunned us financially, and the media
were opposed. Yet they only eked out
a 3,000-vote margin.”

Mr. Walton said he was encour-
aged to try again in 1996 and would
also work to get similar measures on
ballots in neighboring Washington
and Nevada.

Lon T. Mabon, chairman of the
conservative Oregon Citizens Alli-
ance, which sponsored Measure 13,
said he would also try again. He
noted that Measure 13 had fared
better than the alliance’s previous
referendum, in 1992, which would
have classified homosexuality as
“abnormal, wrong, unnatural and
perverse.”
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While confefence  participants
coulle

[Gay Officials Gather to Share Ideas

exception 10 (he rule for openly Ay
Lesb!

Sprocial te The M York Trmes apakeb:! the need for umngla;u o %alhdianlea. Ihe Gay a inn
SEA - Like ions belween organizat| a clory Fund, a polttical-action com-
AILE Dl groups favoring abortiont rights or  mitlce, sakd 17 of the M candidates It

* collcagues In mate capitals and cliy
olficiale

halts around (he sation, the

who met here over the weekend are
eoneemed about Tace relations, rell-

environmental protection, lhey ao-
knowlcdged the wide gops thot hove
Yyou 10 be bridged within their own

backed in the general election hod
won thelr races.

“N was far more hszsrdous Lo be
an openly Demecratic candigaig

Fious consérvalism and re-dlection.  Tanka
Bul what brought about €9 of them “*We Hve In 8 rocist secicty,” Ms,  than openly gay or lesblan,” said
Harrls sald. ““The same dynamlc ex-  Willlam W, Waybsurn, the fund's ex-

wecther 18 what €9 them apart:
they are oponly ﬂ)‘.ll almall but
grow! presence in local govern.
meat They gathered 43 they have
eath year kince 1085,
““Who else do you tokk Lo about
your problems with ywr domestic
partner «— of, mare Hke I, your
domestic partner’s probloms with
7" mgked David Scondras, &
punder of the International Netwerk

1 of Leshlon and Gey OlMcirls, which
! gponsors Lhe conlerences. Mr. Son-
- dras served 10 years on Lhe Baston

Ciky Councsl unti] his defems lagy

YOAL,

And where elxe, these officlals
£akd, oopld swap Fories aver
Whal seéms 16 be a ralional phenom-
enon: Lthe yrencmpntn of the presg
with thelrr homosoxuality, They said
it was Most of ien reporters, not con-

or opp It
Wp the lesus,

Shacry D. Harriz was elecied to
the Seattie City Councll in 193], be-
ComMing the firal opanty lsabian black
yoman to hold plblt.' office. “*We

uxcd Lo have A joke v MY Cam-

ﬁ:m." #he said ' ‘Sherry Harris,

Ir_-lbum‘ = was always how the
WS 510 rnd,mmluwrwmm
ey nbuuL"And what ber ative
dgende was about, enc §al, was
transponation.
+.State Represcutative Gail Shibley
& Paruand, Ore., sald that In com-
miseraung Whi other gay officlals,
she could reassure hersell that re.
porters were “'not Just plcking on me
end Mol jumt pickiog en OI'GIM i
this defines who you are'" She, loo,
nid thet Lransporiayon 155ues md
dcfined her campalgn,
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1818 in the gay community."

Dorinda Henry, » legisiotive as.
sistam o Mas. Harris, said ghe ook
exception to comparisons bétween
the gy righta and carlier ¢vil Tights
sruggles, "Ae an African-Amerl-
can,'' she gald, "many of my people
have gonc through much, much
mare than any gay white man has
ever gone tarough.'

Ron Simons, the edivor of Brother
10 Brother Seatlle, 2 monthly newss
lelter for black gay and bisexual
men, wid the officiale that “one ol
the reatons people of color get mars
gnelized angd jefi pul 1§ DECRUSY
many fund-raifing Everls come In a1
$100 or $204 or 31,000 & shot," which
Ihey cannot afford,

Ma, Hureie sa;d that fetlings of
slienation had made It “very diffic
cukt’ to enligt black consiituants in
1= light arber this yoar to kéep two
Inlualives OPPOsINg gay rignts off
the ballot in Washington,

The distance belween some black
leaders and somc goy cRR3C: 19 one
that religious conservatyes have
lurped Lo politicat advantage.

The Rev. Louts P, sncloon. chair-
man of 1ha Traditional Yalues Coalk
tlon, a conservatlve church network,
sald ""many of our black churches in
Brooklyn were very active below the
radar sereen’ in helping defeat Kar-
en 5. Bursieln, who ran for Atternay
General of New Yark State,

#cullve directar, In a telephang inter.
view. He alg the numbar of opanly
g2y public officials in the nation had
grown by 8, to 216, cut of o tosal of
476,000,

Open aniagonism was not faced by
cvery candidsie, but Cal Anderaon
g0t a taste f I TUANING (¢ the State
Scnato Riter representing Seatila for
seven years I tho Washingtan
House of Ropressntatives. He said
his Republican opponent, Mike
Meenen, relerred |n a campaign ap-
pearance (0 Me. Anderson’s “‘par-
voned and deviant Hie siyle.”

“I think & really did eontribute to
the feey thay | got 8] percent af the
votg," Mr, Andersonr sald, YA lo1 of
people don't want o be sesociated
with that kind of blgotry.”

Othar Etate leglxintors Al the con
farence incided Senator William P.
Flezpotrick of Rhede lzland, Aspam-
blyweman Deborah J, Glick of New
York and Representalives Tammy
Baldwin of Wistonsin, Karen Clark
of Minaesota, and George V. Bigh-
mey and Cynthin Wosten of Oregon,

Some cily councll membars whe
Autended were Thomas K. Duane of
Manhauan, Tim O. Mains of Reches-
wer, Bruce R. Willlamg of Takoma

Particlpants greeting each other on Saturdsy in
Seatle ot a conference of gay public officiala from
around the nation. About 60 officiala from state
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¢aphole and city halls discusyed political and goe
concerns at the talka. which are sponsored |
International Network of Leshian and Gay Offigia

didntos electad ta the ‘San Francigeo
Board of Supervigors ints month,
was alao present.

oregen vbu:rx clmed five openly

Park, Md, and John Heil of
West Hollywood, Calll, who will
§4rva this year a5 Mayor, Tomh Am-
miano, one of (Ares ovenly goy can-

Pastars end congreg: were

1ok that “If this woman was slected
Attorney it would be very
precartous for conseTvative Chrlg-
tlang,” Mr, Sheldon satd.

But Mg, Bursiein's defeat was an

100 cad £18

Representa-
livcx. lncmina a Republjcan, Chuck
Carpemer. They 2150 Gefeated o rof-
erendum ta deny hornosuunll A

W 28 a minerky and, thercfore,
profection agsindl discrimingtion in
employment and housing, The iniito-
(Ve was sdvanced by Lon T. Mabon,
chairman of the conservaiive Ore
gon Clilzens Alliance,

“It doesn'l surprige me that ppen-
Iy gay and jeshion candidaios can

win mn Portjand and Eugens,”
Mubon guid by Lelephone, *'From
Mlandpomt of demotracy, [ ¢
careless [[1hey can run pnd éan
and Ihe constituency dogen'l te
problem, 1hat's (héir business, |
from my siandpoint, 1'm dielur
thoy 1hey don't sec @ problem.”




