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THE 1994 ELECTION: Counting Many Losses and Savoring Some Victories

IflOMOSEXUALS

GayPoliticians Say Losses
Are Partly Offset by Gains

By DAVID W. DUNLAP
Special 10The NewYork Times

DALLAS. Nov. 13 —Although they
lost several major allies and face a
far more conservative and hostile
Congress, lesbian and gay political
leaders said Tuesday's election was
not a repudiation by voters of the
gay rights movement.

"People are in mourning, as they
well should bc^V said Sheila James
Kuehl, speaking here at a conference
sponsored by the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. "Yet, we de
feated two anti-gay initiatives, and
24 lesbian or gay officials were re-
clected or newly elected."
! On Tuesday, Ms. Kuehl became
;the first openly homosexual candi
date elected to the Caijfornia Legis
lature, winning in a Stale Assembly
district that includes Santa Monica.
Her presence here caused a stir, not
only because of her victory but be-
Icauseshe is widely remembered for
playing the character Zelda Gilroy
on the "Dobie Gillis Show."

The initiatives she referred to, in
Oregon and Idaho, would have pro
hibited laws protecting homosex
uals. as a class.'from discrimination
in housing and employment. The
measures would also have restricted
minors' access to materials about
homosexuality in public libraries
and would have forbidden public
school teachers from presenting ho
mosexuality as normal,

"Basic rights have been defended
in Oregon." said Julie Davis, cam
paign manager for the No on 13
Committee, named for the defeated
initiative there, Measure 13.

Oregon voters also re-elected four
openly homosexual or bisexual
members of the 60-seat House of
Representatives. A fifth gay candi
date was in a race that was still loo
close to call.

Voters in Phoenix sent an openly
gay man. Ken Cheuvront, to the Ari
zona House of Representatives for
the first time. Two of five seals open
on San Francisco's Board of Super
visors were won by lesbians and
another seal was won by a gay man.
Three gay United States Represent
atives — Barney Frank and Gerry
E. Studds of Massachusetts and
Steve Gunderson of Wisconsin —
were re-elecled.

While homosexual candidates
made strides in local races around
the,, nation, however, iwo statewide
candidates lost: Karen S. Burstein,
who ran for Attorney General in
Ne;\v York,and TonyMiller, whoran
for Secretary of Stale in California.

"We've grown to the point where
we can- be elected locally," Ms.
Kuehl said, "but not yet to the point
where we can be elected statewide."

When some 1,000 gay and lesbian
organizers from around the country
began arriving on Wednesday for the
five-day strategy session convened
by the task force, they did so know
ing that political allies like Gov. Ann
W. Richards of Texas had gone down
to defeat.

"People were not only frustrated
but fearful, saying things like, 'This
is looking like a scarier place to
live,' " said Deborah Johnson-Rolon,
co-chairwoman of the task force, a
national organization that advocates
equality and civil rights for homo
sexuals.

She said the mood changed as
wordspread that twodozen gay offi
cials had been elected and that
Measure 13 in Oregon and a similar
measure, Proposition 1 in Idaho, had
been rejected, although a similar
initiative passed in Alachua County,
Fla., whose seat is Gainesville.

"We realized that we really were
making a significant amount of
progress," Ms. Johnson-Rolon said.

Peri Jude Radecic, executive di
rector of the task force, said the
rejection of the referendums in the

Homosexuals were

elected and anti-gay
measures defeated.

West was "a good,clear signal to the
radical right th^t these kinds of ini
tiatives won't be tolerated." But she
also noted that voters had sent any
number of highly conservative can
didates to Congress and the slate
houses.

State Representative Glen Maxey,
the first openly gay man elected to
the Texas Legislature, in 1991. also
found mixed signals this campaign
season. Though he won re-election in
East Austin, he said he had never
seen such a high level of violence
against homosexuals.

"A half-dozen gay men have been
murdered in this stale alone." he
said. "In this election, I received a
death threat. Someone said they
were going to vote with a bullet."

Like many speakers at the confer
ence. Mr. Maxey stressed the need
for gay organizations to build
bridges to other groups,

"Unless we align ourselves to fight
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SheilaJames Kuehl, the first open
ly homosexual candidate elected
to the California State Assembly.

hate and fear, we'll all hang sepa
rately," said Vallerie D. Wagner, co-
chairwoman of the Black Gay and
Lesbian Leadership Forum, based in
Los Angeles.

Diane Sands, campaign manager
for the No on 1 Coalition in Idaho,
credited defeat of that measure to a
"broad grass-roots coalition," in
cluding every major newspaper and
elected official, corporations, librari
ans, two orders of nuns and Mor
mons.

"Mormons understand discrimi
nation," she said. "Until a few years
ago, it was in the Idaho Constitution
that a Mormon couldn't hold public
office."

Kelly A, Walton, chairman of the
Idaho Citizens Alliance, which spon
sored the proposition, blamed the
defeat on money, saying the other
side had a lot more for radio and
television advertising. He said the
alliance spent $190,000. The No on 1
Coalition sjient about $600,000, Ms.
Sands said.

It appeared that the measure
would lose by 50.4 percent to 49.6
percent. Mr. Walton said in a tele
phone interview, adding, "They out
gunnedus financially, and the media
were opposed. Yet they onlyeked out
a 3.000-vote margin."

Mr. Walton said he was encour
aged to try again in 1996 and would
also work to get similar measures on
ballots in neighboring Washington
and Nevada.

Lon T. Mabon, chairman of the
conservative Oregon Citizens Alli
ance. which sponsored Measure 13,
said he would also try again. He
noted that Measure 13 had fared
belter than ijie alliance's previous
referendum, in 1992, which would
have classified homosexuality as
"abnormal, wrong, unnatural and
perverse."
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Gay Officials Gather to Share Ideas
] - ByDAVID W.DUNLAf
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Ron Simon*. U)t editor of Brochw
to Brother Seattle, a imntUy oewv
teller (or black gay ai>0 bl*«iaMt
men, wM tb« oHioials Oxit "one ol
Ihe TvaiAir people itf ralor get mtr»
^neiaeo ono Mi out t« b«t«UM
many (und-raiainK avcnu eeme in at
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they caniKX •'{ord.

M«, Mkrhft Mid (M( fetllncB H
alienation had made It "very dttfl>
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The distance l>el«fc«n eotso black
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tlMi reii«iou» coftservauvu have
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The Rcv. P. Shcioen, cnitr-
nvao of itw Tradiiionat Values Caall-
tloo. a cooKrvatlve diurch network,
•*W "isiMiy of our black ohurctMi In
Broohlya were very «eiiv« bdoiv Ihe
TOdar tcrcen" tn nclplng defeat Kar>
«n & Burtitifl. who m foe Atiornay
Ceneral of New York State.

Putore tnd esngregationt were
Hid (hat "U Dill women watoleeied
Auumey General, J<wouU be very
pxcanoui f«r cor<KTVBtr»« Olfll-
tlana," Mr, Sheldoe Mtd.

Bat Mk Bwtleln'i defeat wax an
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exccpu«o to ih« rule For openly tay
candidaief. The Cay and L^ian
Victory Furd, a polUlcal-Mtlon Mm-
miltOO, WM 17 04 the M etndldatet U
backed In the general eteoiKm had
wonuteir rocea.

"Ii w«i far more haiardoaa to be
ajt openly Democratic eandlQalt
than openly gav Or iMUHn," mM
tvirifimW. WayLourtt, the fund'sex
ecutive dlrcetor, in a telephone Inter
view. He uia Ihe nur&Mr of openly
gay [ni&Neoffictau In ihe nation hnd
Krov.Dby 9, to 2lt, oat c( o toul of
476,Ma

OpenonlfBoalsmwas not facod by
«v»iy ckMidais. but Col AnfleMOn
sot a taste of It runninfi for the State
Sendo after representing 5<«(tMfor
wven years In tho Washington
Kduk of RopretoniaUTei. He aaid
hit Republieaa eppenetK. Mlk«
Meeneo,referred In a oampatgn sp-
pearaotr to Mr. Andersan's "per-
voriM and deviant life fiyl«,7
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the faci that I eot SI pemnl of in«
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peopk dont wniH to be atsodoted
wlih thai Kindof blfolry."

OtMr ttate legisibtort at the con
ference incmuH SMiatOr William P.
PkzpotriOi of Rhode Itluid, AtHm-
bIywMnao Deborah J. Click ol New
York and RcprtJtntailva Tammy
ftaliivcin or WboonUn, Karen CUirk
of MlMMOta, at«d Coor&e V. El^
meyond^othl* Wooten afOregon.

Sone ciu' council mcnbert who
attended vrere Tnomai K. Ouane of
MonhaUMn, Tim 0. Malos of RoctHS-
Kf. Bruc« R. Willtamj of Takotna
Park. Md., and JotlB Hellman of
*/est HoQywood, CbIU, wIm Will
•erve Ihla year at Mayor, Tom Am-
mlano. one of three ooenlygay can-
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Pan)eip4iMi (jresting each other Oil GattiHsy in C*pltOb and dty halla riiscuiaed polhiea] Jind aoc
Seattle at a eonfsren« o( fay public official* from concerru at tt* talks, which ore ipoiuored I
around the nation. About M ofHeiala from atate lotcrnatlonal fretwork ofLetbUn andCay Oflisi*

didatoi elected to the San PrMUteo
BOArd of Svpervieors thh: month,
wax al» preiWll.

Orejtonvwer* ctKICd five cpc^y
hOmoeeniBlor bisexual ReprtM/tta-
tl.ef. incwomn a RepubllCftn. Chuck
Carpemer. They alao defeated a ref
erendum to deny homoiesuait ma-

it>a at a mtnoriiy and, therefor*.
pnxoetKin Bftftirit dkenminaiion In
employflieni and houtlnn. The (nltto.
live was odvanecd by Lon T. Mabon.
choirman of the conservative Ore.
fsn QllneiU Alliance,

''It doean'l turpriw me that open
ly gay and IttbiBn eandtdato* can

win m I'onUna aod Cipene."
Mabon Mid^ IclcpfMne. "Prwn
ftMdpomt or democraey, I cc
carelosA. iriheyeinruna^Un
sno Ihe ctmxutucney dooin'l sa
preUrm, tnat't lh«r busincM.;
from my aiandooim, rni diiiuri
that iftey dw'i sec t pfobieni"


